
Syllabus (Please Read to the End) Literature Humanities Fall 2009
Section 60
M, W 9-10:50
315 Hamilton Hall
Dr. Nancy Workman
nw2@columbia.edu
Office: 712 Hamilton Hall
Office hours: M, W 11-12 and by appointment
Mailbox: 708 Hamilton Hall (Office of Dept. of Slavic Languages)
Home Phone (212)531-0821 

READING ASSIGNMENTS

9/9      Iliad I-VI

9/14    Iliad VII-XII
9/16    Iliad XIII-XVIII

9/21    Iliad XIX-XXIV
9/23    Hymn to Demeter 

9/28    Odyssey I-VIII
9/30    Odyssey IX-XVI

10/5    Odyssey XVII-XXIV
10/7    Herodotus, The Histories
Intro, pp. ix-xvi
Book 1:    chapters 1-140 (intro; Candaules and Gyges; Croesus of Lydia; Solon's visit; war with Persia; backstory on Cyrus of Persia); 201-216 (Cyrus attacks Masagetae; his grisly comeuppance) 
Book II:    ch.35-36 (Egyptian customs); 112-20 (Helen of Troy: the Egyptian story) 
Book III:   ch.38 (custom, king of all); 106-109 (flying snakes) 
Book VII:  ch.1-60 (Xerxes of Persia prepares for massive invasion of Greece); 100-52 (marching to Greece); 186-239 (Thermopylae; cf. The Three Hundred) 
Book VIII: 140-44 (Persia offers Athens a deal to end war; Athens' refusal) 
Book IX:   ch.120-22 (cruel behavior of Athenians toward Persian prisoner; coda: hard and soft peoples)(It is highly recommended that you read Introduction pp. ix-xvi BEFORE beginning The Histories)

PAPER TOPICS DISTRIBUTED; SCHEDULE PAPER CONFERENCE WITH INSTRUCTOR FOR NEXT WEEK (REQUIRED).

10/9 (FRIDAY) LAST DAY TO BUY TICKETS TO "HAMLET" FOR SUNDAY, NOV. 15 AT 3 P.M. 

10/12    Aeschylus, The Oresteia: Agamemnon
10/14    Aeschylus, The Oresteia: Libation Bearers, Eumenides

10/19   Aristotle, Poetics (Xeroxed excerpts); Sophocles, Oedipus the King 
10/21   Euripides, Medea
10/22   (Thursday) 4 P.M.:  FIRST PAPER DUE IN MY BOX IN 708 HAMILTON OR BY E-MAIL

10/26   Euripides, The Bacchae (NOT IN COURSE PACK; AVAILABLE AT BOOK CULTURE)
10/28   MIDTERM EXAMINATION.
Friday, 10/30 Performance of Plato's Apology, 503 Hamilton Hall, 3 p.m. (RECOMMENDED)

11/2    ELECTION DAY HOLIDAY 
11/4    Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War I: pp. 35-87; pp. 124-164
Sunday, 11/8 Performance of ORESTEIA, Miller Theater, 4 p.m. (doors open at 3:30) (REQUIRED)

11/9     Thucydides III: pp. 194-245; V: pp. 382-388, 400-408; VI: pp. 414-429, 447-449, 465-470; VII: pp. 525-537
11/11    Aristophanes, Lysistrata

11/15 (SUNDAY) 3 p.m. Outing: Hamlet, Broadhurst Theatre, 235 W. 44th St. 

11/16    Plato, Symposium pp. 1-44

11/20 (FRIDAY), 11 A.M. IN ROONE ARLEDGE AUDITORIUM: COURSEWIDE LECTURE BY DR. CAROLYN DEWALD, BARD COLLEGE.  (REQUIRED)

11/23   Genesis I-XI: The Primeval Cycle 
11/25   Gilgamesh 

11/30   Genesis XII-XXXVI: The Patriarchal Cycle; 2nd PAPER TOPICS DISTRIBUTED; MAKE APPOINTMENT WITH INSTRUCTOR (OPTIONAL) 
12/2     Genesis XXXVII-end: The Joseph Tale


12/7   Job
12/9   Luke 

12/14   John
12/15   (TUESDAY) 2ND PAPER DUE 5 P.M. ON COURSEWORKS 
12/16   (Wednesday) Review session (optional)
12/17   (Thursday) FINAL EXAMINATION 12:30-3:30 
         Location to be Announced 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance
Please come, on time, with your text.  More than three absences will result in the lowering of your grade (except under extraordinary circumstances, to be discussed with me).  

In addition to our work in the classroom, I will be scheduling a class visit to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, which will be on a Friday afternoon.  We will also be seeing the acclaimed Donmar Warehouse production of Shakespeare's Hamlet starring Jude Law on Sunday, November 15 at 3 p.m. (see below for instructions on how to buy tickets, which will cost $25).  There will also be a coursewide lecture on Friday, November 20, which you will be required to attend, and a performance of the Oresteia (or parts of it) which you will be very strongly urged to attend (date TBA).  

Readings—PLEASE READ THIS!
Daily reading assignments are listed on the syllabus on the "Intro" section of our Courseworks site, and also, with study questions, on the "Syllabus" page.

We will spend considerable time every day closely examining text, which means you must keep up with the reading.   You WILL have friends in other sections who don't do Lit Hum readings, relying on SparkNotes and Wikipedia.  That won't work in my section; not only will you get a poor grade, but you will be bored as hell.
  
If you have any questions about what the reading assignment is (e.g., if the page numbers on the syllabus seem not to match up to your edition of the text), please contact me right away

Daily Writing Assignments
Due at the beginning of each class session, in hard copy or by e-mail.  2-3 paragraphs of writing on the text to be discussed that day, responding to ONE study question of your choice. Study questions will be posted on the "Syllabus" section of our Courseworks site; please post your answers in my drop-box in the "Class Files" section.  A comprehensive answer to the question is neither expected nor, really, possible.  You may address portions of the question that interest you.  You need not write perfectly polished compositions for these assignments.  Daily writing assignments will be marked "check plus" (exceptional), "check" (good), or "check minus" (needs improvement); sometimes I will write a brief comment.  Quantity and quality of thought in these assignments will affect the class participation portion of your grade, but the main purpose of the daily writing assignment is to get you thinking about the text so that you can contribute meaningfully to class discussion.

At the beginning of each sheet of study questions is an excerpt from the text for the day.  I suggest that you use at least one or two daily writing assignments before the midterm to perform a "close reading" of an excerpt, as you will be expected to be able to do this on both the midterm and the final.  I will comment at length on close readings.

You may skip five daily writing assignments per semester without penalty.

. 

Papers
Two five-page papers; in both cases, you will choose from a list of topics to be distributed by instructor.  I do not accept papers on topics other than those assigned, and I do not accept late papers.  You will have an opportunity to revise the first paper and resubmit it for a higher grade; for the second paper, you will have a chance to show me your work in progress before submitting it for a grade.

Exams
One in-class midterm (composed by instructor) and one 3-hour final (composed by committee of Lit. Hum.instructors), each in three sections: passage identification, passage analysis and essay question.

Grading
Your final grade will be calculated based on these components:
Class Participation—good attendance; active, pertinent participation in class discussion (the more active and pertinent, the higher the grade); completion of daily writing assignments of a reasonable quality (the better the quality, the higher the grade).  20% of final grade.
Papers—Second paper will count slightly more than the first, especially if you show significant improvement.  40% of final grade.
Exams—Final will count for slightly more than midterm, especially if you show significant improvement.  40% of final grade.

PLAGIARISM
For the purposes of this class, you will never need to use source materials other than the texts on our syllabus; therefore, it should not be necessary for you to attribute ideas or words used in your papers and daily writings to anyone other than yourself or the author you are discussing.  The use of someone else's ideas and/or words without proper attribution constitutes plagiarism, whether those words come from a fellow student, a published source, a website or any other place.  I have caught plagiarists, and I take very aggressive measures when I do, including informing the dean, who places the guilty students on probation and informs their parents.

Dear students, please don't plagiarize!

When you have read to this point, please e-mail me at nw2@columbia.edu. Getting Tickets to "Hamlet" Our class has been given the opportunity to attend, at greatly reduced price, a very well-reviewed production of Shakespeare's Hamlet from London's Donmar Warehouse.  Yes, the one featuring Jude Law (http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2009/06/11/theater/20090611_HAMLET_SLIDESHOW_index.html).  Attending this performance is required; if you are unable to attend, please speak to me.  We (and all other Lit Hum sections) will be reading the play in the spring (at which point this production will be long gone, alas).

Our class has been allocated tickets to this performance:

WHEN: Sunday, November 15 at 3 p.m. 
WHERE: Broadhurst Theatre, 235 W. 44th St.
HOW MUCH: $25 per ticket
HOW TO PURCHASE: Go to www.cuarts.com/artslink and click BUY TICKETS or visit the Ticket and Information Center in the Lerner lobby during regular business hours BEFORE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9.  

Remember: Friday, October 9 at 8PM is the deadline to purchase ArtsLink tickets.  After 10/9/09, any left over tickets will go on sale at full-price to the Columbia community.

If you have further questions about tickets to Hamlet, email ticketinfo@columbia.edu or go to the Information Center in Lerner lobby.
