Art Humanities: Masterpieces of Western Art  

  

Fall 2009

  

  

Instructor: Dr. Jordan Bear 

Jeb2011@columbia.edu 

Office Hours: Tues. 3-4, 918 Schermerhorn Hall 

  

Course Description 

  

This class is about looking at, thinking about, and critically discussing the visual arts. Although it is roughly chronological, it is not an historical survey. We will pay attention to a limited number of monuments and artists and consider both their formal structures and the historical contexts in which they were produced and understood. Throughout this class we will critically consider the very foundations of the course, including the idea of a “masterpiece.” 

  

Requirements 

  

Two short papers, a midterm, and a final exam. Class attendance and informed participation are mandatory and will count toward 20% of your final grade. The remainder of the grade breakdown will be as follows: 

  

10% first short paper 

20% midterm 

20% second short paper 

30% final exam 

  

There will be scheduled visits to area museums, with details to be announced.  Use of these and any other of New York’s diverse cultural resources is encouraged.  This class is discussion-based – our goal is to develop an ongoing conversation about the history and meaning of art in western civilization. Therefore, your careful preparation and active participation are crucial for all of us to have a successful section.
  

Required Readings 
Readings will be available on Courseworks and at Butler Reserves. In addition, there are many useful texts in the online Primary Source Reader, which can be accessed through the Art Humanities website. 

  

Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating are antithetical to the intellectual enterprise of the University, and will result in a grade of “F” for the assignment. 

Art Hum Website: 
http://www.mcah.columbia.edu/arthumanities/ 

Login: ahar Password: 826sch 

Tuesday, 9/8


Introduction:
What is Art?

Thursday, 9/10

The Parthenon I





J.J. Pollitt, Art and Experience in Classical Greece, pp. 64-110.  




 





Tuesday, 9/15


The Parthenon II:  The Elgin Marbles Debate





Victoria Alexander, “The Return of the Elgin (or Parthenon) 




Marbles?” in Alexander, Sociology of the Arts (Wiley-Blackwell, 




2003), pp. 173-77.  
Thursday, 9/17

Amiens Cathedral





Robert Branner, Gothic Architecture, pp. 10-20.
Tuesday, 9/22


Raphael I




David Rosand, “Divinita di cosa dipinta: Pictorial Structure and the 



Legibility of the Altarpiece,” in Peter Humfrey and Martin Kemp, 




eds., The Altarpiece in the Renaissance, pp. 143-164. 
Thursday, 9/24

Raphael II

Tuesday 9/29


Michelangelo I

Thursday, 10/1

Michelangelo II

Tuesday, 10/6


Bruegel I




Svetlana Alpers, “Bruegel’s Festive Peasants.”  




First short paper due in class.

Thursday, 10/8

Bruegel II
Tuesday, 10/13

Rembrandt I





Alois Riegl, “The Dutch Group Portrait,” excerpts.  
Thursday, 10/15

Rembrandt II

Tuesday, 10/20

MIDTERM EXAM

Thursday, 10/22

Bernini I




Rudolf Wittkower, “Gianlorenzo Bernini.” 
Tuesday, 10/27

Bernini II

Thursday, 10/29

Museum Visit (details tba)


Tuesday, 11/3


Goya I




Stephen Eisenman, “The Tensions of Enlightenment: Goya.”  





Thursday, 11/5

Goya II
Tuesday, 11/10

Monet I




John House, “Time’s Cycles,” Art in America (Oct 1992) pp. 126-




36; 161
Thursday, 11/12

Monet II
Tuesday, 11/17

Picasso I




Christopher Green, “An Introduction to Les Demoiselles 





d’Avignon,” pp. 1-14.
Thursday, 11/19

Picasso II
Tuesday, 11/24

Le Corbusier




William  J.R. Curtis, Le Corbusier: Ideas and Forms (selection).




Second short paper due in class.
Thursday, 11/26

No Class—Thanksgiving

Tuesday, 12/1


Frank Lloyd Wright




Ada Louise Huxtable, Frank Lloyd Wright (selection). 
Thursday, 12/3

Jackson Pollock 




Allan Kaprow, “The Legacy of Jackson Pollock.”
“Jackson Pollock: Is He the Greatest Living Painter in the United States?” (Life Magazine).
Tuesday, 12/8


Andy Warhol




Benjamin Buchloh, “The Andy Warhol Line.”
Thursday, 12/10

Review for Final Exam
Week of 12/17—12/23
Final Exam (date tba by the College)
