	UNIVERSITY WRITING 
Fall 2009
English C1010, Section 024  
MW 4:10 – 5:25 
201B Philosophy Hall

Instructor: Emily Feder
E-mail: erf2117@columbia.edu 
Office: 310 Philosophy Hall
Office Hours: M 1:30 – 3:30 

Please consult this syllabus frequently.  It contains course and grading policies, as well as other important information about University Writing.  


Course Description

University Writing seeks to facilitate your entry into the intellectual life of the university by helping you become more capable and independent academic readers and writers.  With its small size and emphasis on critical analysis, revision, collaboration, and research, this course teaches specific skills—and general ways of interpreting—that will serve you throughout your undergraduate education. 

Over the course of the semester, we will read a range of texts, from academic essays to articles in popular journals, and respond to them as critical readers. These texts will serve as starting points for you to write four final essays, each of which we will develop through in-class exercises, responses, and drafts. The class is organized into four units, or progressions.  In Progression One, we will explore how to distill a concept from an assigned text and use it to analyze a topic of your choice.  In Progression Two, we will use the metaphor of conversation to craft an argument using several essays.  In Progression Three, you will create your own inquiry-based research essay. In the final progression, you will reflect on your development as a writer. 


Required Texts

Please obtain the following handbook (available at the University Bookstore in Lerner Hall):

Hacker, Diana.  A Pocket Style Manual. 5th Edition.  Bedford/St. Martin's, 2008.

All of our course readings can be downloaded from our CourseWorks site. You are responsible for downloading and printing whatever assigned text is due for class and for bringing it with you.


Course Requirements

• Completion of four finished and titled essays of 1200 - 3000 words, each accompanied by at least one draft
• Attendance at all classes and conferences
• Preparation of reading and writing exercises for each class and conference
• Active participation in all class activities
• Maintenance of an online portfolio that will contain all of your essays, drafts, and informal writing


Writing Assignments

In each progression, you will be given at least four types of writing assignments: in-class writing, homework exercises, drafts, and final essays.

In-Class Writing: In most class sessions, we will do in-class writing. This will include responses to course readings and course discussions, as well as reflective work.  Please buy a notebook for this work and bring it to class with you each day.

Exercises: Exercises are short, preliminary writing tasks designed to help you reflect on readings, generate ideas, and practice skills you will use in an essay.  Since exercises are exploratory, they do not receive individual grades.  They will be treated as pass/fail assignments and are factored into your participation grade adjustments.

Drafts: After you have completed a series of exercises, you will prepare an essay draft.  Like the exercises, the drafts are opportunities to explore your ideas, but they should also represent the very best work you are able to do at that point. You will receive comments from both me and your classmates on your drafts, which will help you craft your final essay. Drafts are required but do not receive individual grades.  

Final Essays: Once you have received feedback on your draft, you will prepare a final essay for each progression.  Final essays will receive individual grades reflecting the quality of the finished product.  

All final essays must:
• Develop a coherent and compelling argument, and engage meaningfully with readings
• Have a thoughtful structure with a beginning, middle, and end
• Be grammatically correct, and have a tone appropriate for your intended audience
• Come with a cover letter to me 

Please Note: All students are required to submit drafts of their essays for workshop.  We will discuss examples of student writing in other contexts as well.  Most students enjoy and learn a great deal from having their work used in class.  If you prefer that some of your work not be made public (except during the required workshops), please tell me at any point during the semester.


Course Calendar

The schedule below outlines major due dates for readings, essay drafts, and final essays.  Please be advised that due dates and class plans are subject to change.

Reading: 

Progression 1 - Lens Essay
9/14 Nussbaum, Martha C.  "Compassion and Terror."  Daedalus.  132 (2003): 10-26.
9/16 Cohen, Jeffrey Jerome. "Monster Culture (Seven Theses)."  Monster Theory: Reading Culture. Ed. Jeffrey Jerome Cohen.  Minneapolis: U. of Minnesota Press, 1996. 3-25.

Progression 2 - Conversation Essay 
9/30 - Lethem, Jonathan.  "Speak, Hoyt-Schermerhorn."  The Best American Essays 2005.  Ed. 
  Susan Orlean.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2005.  106-120.
- Hirsch, Marianne and Leo Spitzer.  "We Would Not Have Come Without You: 
  Generations of Nostalgia."  American Imago.  59.3  (2002): 253 76. 
10/5 - Lopate, Phillip.  "Riverside Park and Manhattanville." Waterfront: A Walk Around 
  Manhattan.  New York: Anchor Books, 2005.  53-158. 
- Aciman, André. "Shadow Cities." False Papers: Essays on Exile and Memory.  New 
  York: Picador, 2000. 37-49.

Progression 3 - Research Essay 
10/28 - Sontag, Susan. "Looking at War: Photography's View of Devastation and Death." The    
  New Yorker. 9 Dec. 2002: 82 98.
- Lethem, Jonathan. "The Ecstasy of Influence: a Plagiarism." Harper's. Feb. 2007. 

Progression 4 - Retrospective Essay
12/7 - Didion, Joan.  "Why I Write: Why I Write." New York Times 5 December 1976.  
- Orwell, George.  "Why I Write."  A Collection of Essays.  New York: Harcourt, 1946.  

Writing:

9/28 Lens Essay – Formal Draft
10/12 Lens Essay – Final Draft with Letter
10/21 Conversation Essay – Formal Draft
11/11 Conversation Essay – Final Draft with Letter
11/30 Research Essay – Formal Draft
12/9 Research Essay – Final Draft with Letter
12/14 Retrospective Essay – Final Draft
Final Portfolio


E-Journal
The E-Journal of the Undergraduate Writing Program is a web-based resource for our course; it features exemplary essays from University Writing.  We will be reading selections from this journal to better understand the formal and intellectual possibilities of the progressions.  You can browse the e-journal at http://www.columbia.edu/itc/uwp/journal.


CourseWorks 

Our syllabus, assignments, links to assigned readings, and shared class files are all available on Courseworks. In addition, you must post all of your written work to your individual Courseworks folder. 

When you post your work, include your name, assignment, and progression number as follows: "Robin Lee - Formal Draft - Essay 1."  


How to Post to Courseworks:

1. Go to https://courseworks.columbia.edu/

2. You will be prompted to enter your university ID & password. You will then have a list of all of your classes, including ours. Click on our class: ENGL C1010.024: UNIVERSITY WRITING  

3. Click on "Class Files" from the menu on the left

4. On the next screen, click on "Post File" 

5. On the next screen, first type the title of your exercise into the correct box.  Then use the browse function to find and select your file from the computer (as you would attach a file to an e-mail message). Then post your file to the correct folder: use your portfolio folder under Shared Files not the Dropbox. (If you use the Dropbox, only I will have access to your file and you will not be able to view it.) 

6. To check that your file posted, click on "Shared Files" and open your portfolio. If the file has posted, it will be there.


If you need Courseworks support, you can find help through the following channels:
• In person, go to the Courseworks CUIT Consulting Service in 102 Philosophy Hall (M-Th 10am-5pm and Fridays 12 noon to 5pm). 
• By telephone, call the CUIT Helpdesk at 212/854-1919. (8am-8pm Monday through Thursday; 8am-5pm Fridays) 
• By email at consultant@columbia.edu


Course Policies

Attendance: 
This course is a seminar, so your regular attendance and participation are essential to both your own and your classmates' learning.  You may miss three classes without penalty.  I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences, so please save yours for religious observance, illness, and athletic commitments (e.g. away games). If you exceed your allowed number of absences, you will be penalized on your course grade by one-third of a letter for each subsequent missed class.  For example, if you were going to get a final grade of B in the course, on the fourth absence it would become a B-, on the fifth absence it would not be reduced, but on the sixth absence it would become a C+, and all subsequent absences would lower your grade by a third. 

Number of absences Final grade penalty
4 or 5 1/3 of a letter (total)
6 2/3 of a letter
7 full letter
8 1 1/3 letters
9 1 2/3 letters
10 F 

If you have special circumstances that will make it difficult for you to adhere to the above policy (athletic obligations, religious observances, etc.), you may opt for the following alternative policy: up to five absences without penalty but no unexcused absences.  For every unexcused absence or absence beyond the fifth, you will be subject to a one-third letter grade penalty.  Should you wish to be treated under this alternative policy, you must let me know in writing by the second week of the semester (9/15/09). For university athletic events, I will need a letter from your coach confirming your commitments on specific dates.

Tardy Policy: 
Our schedule each day will be full and we will begin on time.  Therefore, three late arrivals will be counted as one unexcused absence.


Grading and Evaluation

I will calculate your final grade from the grades you receive on your final essays and then adjust for participation and attendance as described below.  

Assignment Values:
Progression 1: Lens Essay (1500-2000 words) .  . . . . . . . .   25%
Progression 2: Conversation Essay (1500-2000 words)  . . .  25%
Progression 3: Research Essay (2500-3000 words) . . . . . . .  35%
Progression 4: Retrospective Essay (1200-1500 words)  . . . 10%

I will apply the remaining 5% to your highest graded essay for the semester.  There is no separate grade for participation.  In rare cases, I may adjust a final essay grade up or down by 1/3 of a letter grade to account for exceptional participation or lack of participation (i.e. chronic lateness or lack of preparation for class). 

Late and Missed Assignments:
I will not accept late exercises, and I will not give extensions for problems such as computer and printer crashes, conflicts with other course assignments, extracurricular activities, or oversleeping.  If your essay draft is late, I cannot extend your revision time.  If you do not hand in a draft of an essay, your final essay grade will be lowered by one grade (e.g. from a B to a C).  Your grade on the final essay will be lowered by 1/3 (e.g. from a B- to a C+) beginning the minute after the deadline.  It will continue to go down by 1/3 every 24 hours until is the essay is submitted.  All essays must be submitted in hardcopy, be accompanied by a cover letter, and posted to Courseworks by the deadline in order to be considered "on time."

Conferences:
You are welcome to see me during my office hours or by appointment if you need extra help. These conferences give you the chance to discuss your ideas, work through your drafts, prepare for presentations, and revise your essays.

Plagiarism:  
Below are some forms of plagiarism listed in the Columbia University Handbook:

• Submitting essays, or portions of essays, written by other people as one's own
• Failing to acknowledge, through proper in-text citation and other bibliographic information, the sources of ideas essentially not one's own, including materials on the web
• Submitting work written for one course to a second course without having received prior permission from both instructors

Cases of plagiarism will be handled in accordance with your school's policy on academic dishonesty and disciplinary procedures.  Penalties range from failing an assignment or course to suspension or expulsion from the university. 

Additional Information

Writing Center:  
The Undergraduate Writing Program sponsors a Writing Center in 310 Philosophy Hall that offers individual writing instruction and consultations to students enrolled in Columbia University courses.  I encourage you to take advantage of this resource; you may use the Writing Center at any stage in your writing process.  Writing Center consultants are advanced graduate students who have had significant training and experience teaching writing at Columbia.  For more information, please visit in person or contact the center at writingcenter@columbia.edu.

Accommodations for Disabilities:  
If you require accommodations because of a disability, please present me with an official letter from the Office of Disability Services.

Support Resources:
Undergraduate Writing Program: 
http://uwp.columbia.edu

First Year/Sophomore Academic Advising Center: http://www.studentaffairs.columbia.edu/fysaac/

Office of Disability Services:
http://www.health.columbia.edu/ods/index.html

Counseling and Psychological Services: 
http://www.health.columbia.edu/cps/index.html 


	

	

	


