General Course Information: COCI C1102.018 CONTEMP WESTRN CIVILIZATION I
MW     02:10P-04:00P
HAMILTON HAL 303 
Instructor Information: 

Denise  Milstein
E-mail: dm531@columbia.edu 

   Lecturer: Denise Milstein
dm531@columbia.edu
Office Hrs: Thurs. 9:00-10:30pm or by appointment at IAB 370  

Introduction

The second semester of Contemporary Western Civilization continues from the first, with thinkers innovating, enriching and writing against the ideas of earlier times. Like the first semester, the readings assigned represent a small and biased sample of what many (but, significantly, not all!) consider a tradition of Western Civilization. Looking through the list of readings, you may combine and divide the semester along different strands.  The challenge is to discover bridges among thinkers, their times and places; to pick out dialogues and arguments among these writers; and to build your own map and critique of Western Civilization. 

Requirements

Attendance is a basic requirement of this course.  Students who arrive more than ten minutes after the start of class will be counted as absent.  Repeated tardiness and unexcused absences will result in a substantially lower grade.  You will lose a third of a grade per absence or two late arrivals.  Following Columbia policy, students with more than four unexcused absences will be dropped from the course.  E-mail me in advance if you will miss a class.  I will excuse absences due to religious holidays only with a week of advance notice.  Absences due to a family emergency or serious illness will only be excused with a note from a doctor or dean of the university.  

Assigned readings must be completed before class and accompanied with detailed notes.  These texts usually require more than one reading, so pace yourself and organize your work schedule accordingly.  I expect you to post one developed question or comment on the class discussion board based on the readings for one class per week.  This response should be posted before midnight on the day before class.  The discussion board is meant to provide a forum for discussion among students, so read and comment on each other's ideas.  I will respond to a few posts each week as well keep track and give you credit for your entries.  The quality of your entries will be considered as part of your participation grade.  I will organize sessions according to these postings and, in the interest of fomenting participation, will often call on you to share them as a contribution to discussion.    

One three to five page essay and one 15 minute presentation (based on a three to five page essay) will be assigned during the semester. Due dates will be announced based on your preference and slots available. The assignments will pose specific questions requiring you to reflect on the readings of the previous weeks. No extensions will be granted and late papers will be marked down a third of a grade per day.  Plagiarized essays or portions of essays and any other type of academic dishonesty will be referred to the Dean's Office and accordingly penalized.  Please refer to the Student Affairs website at http://www.studentaffairs.columbia.edu/fysaac/guide/expectations.php for the college's policy on this issue and ask me if you have any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism.

A midterm exam during class on Wednesday, March 4st will cover material from the first half of the semester.  The final exam will be held on Friday, May 8th, from 12:30 to 3:30pm and cover the entire semester.    

Grading

I will calculate your grade as follows:

Participation (in class and on the class discussion board):  30%
Essay:  20%
Essay/Presentation:  20% 
Midterm Exam:  15%
Final Exam:  15%

Texts and Online Information

Listed below are the books required for this class, including the specific editions we will be using. Readings not in these books are available (and must be printed out!) through the online CC reader at http://www.college.columbia.edu/core.    

TEXTS:
Rousseau, The Basic Political Writings (Hackett)    
Smith, Wealth of Nations (Modern Library)    
Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals (Cambridge)  
Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (Dover)    
Tocqueville, Democracy in America (Penguin)                                                     
Arendt, The Human Condition (Chicago) 
Hegel, Introduction to the Philosophy of History (Hackett)                     
Mill, On Liberty and Other Essays (Oxford)   
The Marx-Engels Reader (Norton)   
Darwin, On the Origin of Species (includes Descent) (Broadview)   
Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals / Ecce Homo (Vintage)       
Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (Dover)    
Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (Vintage)   
Baldwin, The Fire Next Time (Vintage)

Our section also has a website on Courseworks, at https://courseworks.columbia.edu/.  There you will find a copy of the syllabus, the discussion board and sometimes postings pertaining to our section.  

A Final Note

Please let me know if you are having difficulties keeping up with the course or grasping some of the concepts.  Also let me know of any disabilities that might require accommodation after you have contacted the University Office of Disability Services (802 Lerner Hall, www.health.columbia.edu/ods).  The material we cover will be clearer after two or three attentive readings or a conversation with me or your classmates.  Use office hours or the classroom itself as places to freely ask questions, respectfully criticize and try out new theories.      


SEMESTER SCHEDULE

Wed., 1/21 Kant, What is Enlightenment? (CC Web)
Foucault, What is Enlightenment (CC Web)

Mon., 1/26 Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, 33-81
Rousseau, Social Contract, 141-165

Wed., 1/28 Rousseau, Social Contract, pp. 170-82, 192-208, 219-27

Mon., 2/2 Smith, Wealth of Nations
Book I Chapters 1-4, 7-8; Book II Chapter 3.

Wed., 2/4 Smith, Wealth of Nations
Book I Chapters 1-4, 7-8; Book II Chapter 3.

Mon., 2/9 Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, 1-28

Wed., 2/11 Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, 29-48

Mon., 2/16 Rights and Revolutions I:   Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, Preface to the Constitution of 1793, Haitian Constitution; Federalist Papers 10, 84; Robespierre "On the Moral and Political Principles of Domestic Policy"; Sieyès "What is the Third Estate?" (all on CC web)    

Wed., 2/18 Rights and Revolutions II:  Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (selections); Olympe de Gouges, "Declaration of the Rights of Woman"; Frederick Douglass, "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?"; Bentham, "Anarchical Fallacies"; Marx, "On the Jewish Question" (all on CC web)  

Mon., 2/23 Burke Reflections
pp. 4-33, 51-92, 125-149, 193-9, 216-8.

Wed., 2/25 Wollstonecraft Vindication
Chapters 1-4 and 9

Mon., 3/2 Tocqueville Democracy in America
Vol. 1, General Introduction; Part 1, Chaps. 3-4; Part 2, 
Chaps. 1, 6-7; Vol. 2, Part 1, Chaps. 1, 2, 5; Part 2, Chaps.
1-2, 5, 8, 10, 13, 16-17; Part IV, Chaps. 5-8

Wed., 3/4 MIDTERM

Mon., 3/9 Mill On Liberty
Mill The Subjection of Women

Wed., 3/11 Mill, Utilitarianism

Mon., 3/16-Fri., 3/20 SPRING BREAK 

Mon., 3/23 Hegel Introduction to the Philosophy of History

Wed., 3/25 Renan, What is a Nation? (handout)

Mon., 3/30 Marx, Marx-Engels Reader
pp. 70-93, 143-5, 147-66, 193-200, 469-500

Wed., 4/1 Marx, Marx-Engels Reader
pp. 278-93, 302-61, 419-31

Mon., 4/6 Darwin, Origin of Species (Chpts 3,4,6,14: pp.132-77; 211-22; 379-98) and Descent of Man (Chpts 2&3:508-33)  

Wed., 4/8 Nietzsche, Genealogy, Part I

Mon., 4/13 Nietzsche, Genealogy, Parts II & III

Wed., 4/15 Freud, "Formulations Regarding the Two Principles in Mental Functioning," "A Note on the Unconscious in Psychoanalysis," "On Narcissism," "Repression," "Metapsychological Supplement to the Theory of Dreams," "The Libido Theory"  (all on CC web) 

Mon., 4/20 DuBois, Souls of Black Folk and 
Souls of White Folk (CC Web)

Wed., 4/22 Baldwin – Fire next time

Mon., 4/27 Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex 

Wed., 4/29 Arendt, The Human Condition

Mon., 5/4 Arendt, The Human Condition

Fri., 5/8 FINAL EXAM: 12:30 to 3:30pm
